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VCE Sociology Unit 4 Outcome 1: Citizenship
Evaluate the ways in which people define and engage in citizenship in the Australian context.
Practice SAC

Student: ___________________________

Unit 4 Outcome 1 description from VCE Sociology Study Design:

· On completion of this unit you should be able to evaluate the ways in which people define and engage in citizenship in the Australian context.

Allocated time: 110 minutes including reading time

Format: Short answer responses and analysis of text-based or visual representations
Conditions: Individual, silence, in class

Resources/notes: None

Due date: August 6 – take home
Instructions

1. Read each question carefully and attempt them all.

2. Use your time effectively.  Consider how many marks are allocated to each question when deciding the length of time spent answering it.

3. You may use prose, point form and/or diagrams to support your answers.

4. Use the appropriate terminology, definitions and in-text referencing.

5. Check you have answered every aspect of each question.

Key knowledge

· definitions of ‘citizenship’ and their relationship to democracy and social justice

· how experiences of citizenship differ according to gender, age, ethnicity

· different ways that citizenship is interpreted and experienced in Australia, for example by young people, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, non-English speaking background groups, and rural communities

· the rights and responsibilities of Australian citizens in a global world in relation to, for example, self-determination, refugees, the environment, aid issues, the UN Declaration of Human Rights

· debates about citizenship and democratic practice, and implications of these for Australians in the twenty-first century, for example the Republic debate, a Bill of Rights, welfare state, immigration, and privacy

· the role of government, the media and communication technologies in promoting or eroding active citizenship
Key skills

· access to a range of source materials

· reflect and critically evaluate concepts of citizenship, globalisation and multinational corporations

· identify and apply a range of core concepts

· analyse debates about citizenship

· understand the role of government, the modern media and the Internet in promoting or eroding democracy and active citizenship
1. Explain the relationship between active citizenship and democracy and the relationship between active citizenship and social justice.  To answer this sufficiently you will need to include definitions of each key term.
[5 marks]
2. Identify two rights and two responsibilities of Australian citizenship.  To answer this sufficiently you should clearly differentiate between rights and responsibilities.
[4 marks]
3. Refer to visual Representations A, B and/or C and explain how Australian citizenship interpretations and experiences differ for people from non-English-speaking backgrounds.  To answer this sufficiently you will need to refer to Australian culture and T.H. Marshall’s civil, political, social and/or cultural citizenship.
[8 marks]
4. Read Representation D (Citizenship test ‘spooks’ many would-be Aussies) and identify one right or responsibility of global citizenship Australia is not fulfilling.  Describe how this right or responsibility is not met.  To answer this sufficiently you will need to define global citizenship, Australian culture, and refer to at least one article from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
[6 marks]
5. There are many debates about citizenship, democracy and social justice in twenty-first century Australia.  Choose one of either the Republic debate, a Bill of Rights, welfare state, immigration or privacy.  Explain the context of the debate, and arguments for and against.  To answer this sufficiently you will need to describe the history of Australian culture, the context of the debate, and arguments for and against.
[10 marks]
6. Choose the government, media or ICT, and argue its role in both promoting and eroding active citizenship.  To answer this sufficiently you will need to use a case study.
[5 marks]

Representation A
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Representation B
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Representation C
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Representation D

Topsfield, J 2008, ‘Citizenship test 'spooks' would-be Aussies’, The Age, 29 April, p. 3.
Citizenship test ‘spooks’ many would-be Aussies

SOME migrants were too frightened to apply to become Australians because they feared they would be deported if they failed the controversial citizenship test, Immigration Minister Chris Evans has admitted.

Senator Evans yesterday ruled out scrapping the test, but said an independent committee would examine the impact on citizenship applications, after statistics revealed they had plummeted since the introduction of the test on October 1. Just 16,024 migrants applied to be citizens between January and March, compared with 38,850 at the same time last year.

Senator Evans said while the introduction of the test had been controversial, with concerns it was politically motivated, the Federal Government believed it could play a constructive role in the pathway to citizenship.

"We want people to become citizens," Senator Evans said. But he acknowledged there was concern about whether the test was fair on migrant groups, despite almost 95% of candidates eventually passing it.

He said the seven-member committee would examine whether the 42-page booklet — from which the citizenship test questions are drawn — was too "impenetrable" for newly arrived migrants.

The dense booklet, which was overseen by former prime minister John Howard, describes the uses of the stump-jump plough, the emergence of the Heidelberg school of art, the location of Phar Lap's heart and depicts Australia's first governor, Captain Arthur Phillip, as "firm but humane".

"There was debate about whether the book was at the appropriate level of English. It was supposed to be basic and apparently during the course of the previous government's rewriting of it, it crept up to what is considered by many to be a native English standard," Senator Evans said. "There were concerns from people like Petro Georgiou and others about whether it was fair on some of the migrant groups, given their English language skills."

Senator Evans said the committee would be able to review the entire booklet — including the sports section, which describes Sir Donald Bradman as the "greatest cricket batsman of all time".

In January, Senator Evans was slapped down by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd, after he suggested Bradman was irrelevant to a test on citizenship, especially to many refugees and, in particular, women. Asked yesterday whether the Don could be dropped from the booklet, the committee chairman, former diplomat Richard Woolcott, said he could not pre-empt the findings of the review.

The committee, which will report back to the minister mid-year, includes former Olympian Rechelle Hawkes, SBS director Paula Masselos, refugee advocate Juliana Nkrumah, Australia Day Council chief executive Warren Pearson, former Chief of Navy Vice Admiral Chris Ritchie and legal expert Kim Rubenstein.

Senator Evans said while the test would definitely be retained, and would continue to be in English, the committee would look at whether the questions should be made public, as is the case in the US and Canada.









































































































































































































































